
Weekly News from Grace Episcopal Church - September 18, 2026

Rescued, Restored, and Recycled
This past Monday, a second 53-foot trailer arrived from the Casavant organ factory in
Quebec. The trailer held some really precious and BIG treasures – including our “new
to us” 32’/16’ Contra Bombarde!

These pipes were crafted in 1931 by Casavant as part of the Juilliard Concert Hall
organ. When Juilliard moved to Lincoln Center in 1966, the organ did not make the
move as tastes had changed. After languishing for a number of years, these 24 pipes
were rescued by Calvin Hampton, Organist and Director of Music at Calvary Church
on Park Avenue South in New York.

Calvary later merged with St. George’s Church, and now portions of the Calvary
building are being repurposed, including the gallery where these pipes were installed
by Hampton in the late 70s. Fortunately, Casavant was able to rescue – for a second
time – these amazing pipes and they have been refurbished and restored for use in the
Grace Church organ. They will make sounds that you will be able to feel in your feet!

Get Ready for Our First ﻿
﻿Rector-Search Meeting Next Sunday!



Please make every effort to attend two important congregational meetings to be
hosted here at Grace Church in the coming weeks. Both of these gatherings are critical
parts of our rector-search process and your attendance is vital! At these meetings, we
will gather as a congregation to discuss what we hope for in our next rector, and we
need everyone to be part of the conversations.

Meetings will begin immediately after our 10am worship. More details will be
available soon, so stay tuned.

Please click the image below to download a larger, printable version of the flyer - and
make plans now to join us after church on September 27 and October 11!

The Rector-Search Process -
Sign Up by Monday!

The Grace Church Vestry invites all church members
- communicants in good standing who are at least 16
years old - to reach out if you are interested in
serving on one of the four committees we will form
as part of the rector-search process.

The four committees are:
Prayer Team: Individuals who are willing to pray daily for the people of your
church and for all those engaged in the search/discernment process. May also
create or adapt a prayer for the search process to be used regularly in worship,
shared on the website, and prayed by the Profile Team and Search Committee.
Communications Team: Communicates regularly with the Interim, Wardens,
Search Committee, and Canon to the Ordinary to keep the church informed as to
the search/discernment process and where the church is in the process.

https://files.constantcontact.com/a2029a37001/265fde0d-58e9-4c7f-817c-3c08596b17df.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/a2029a37001/265fde0d-58e9-4c7f-817c-3c08596b17df.pdf


Profile Team: Works with the Canon to the Ordinary to develop the Vocation
Hub Profile, the primary search document for promoting Grace Church to
potential rector candidates. This team should include people who can work
well as a team, have strong writing skills, and will represent the church
accurately.
Search Committee: Comprised of Vestry members and/or other representative
members of the church. Commits to prayerfully discerning the next right priest
for the church, must be able to keep information confidential, work toward
consensus in decision making, and is willing to build trusting relationships.
Meets at least weekly for several months of the search process. The Chair
and/or Wardens work closely with the Canon to the Ordinary.

If you're interested in being part of one or more committees, please send an email to
rectorsearch@gracepvd.org with your name and the committee/s you'd like to join and
a member of the Vestry will follow up with you regarding next steps. All such
requests are due no later than Monday, September 21.

Please keep in mind that, depending on the committee size, number of applicants, and
needs of the search process, there may not be room for everyone who sign up for a
particular committee. But rest assured that there will be work for all of us and ways to
participate in the process!

Parish Directories Available
This Sunday!

The latest issue of our Grace Church Parish Directory
now is available! Please stop by the table in the

Pavilion during coffee hour to collect yours.

Please note that directories will be given only to those whose names appear in it. If
you'd like to become a member of Grace Church and be added to the next issue of the
directory, please complete a Membership Form (found in the literature rack) and return
to the parish office.

Do You Know a Child Who
Likes to Sing?

The Grace Church Choristers are always welcoming
new members!

Our Training Choir (ages 5 to 7-ish) meets on
Fridays at 5pm. We learn basic music skills and
how to use our voices.

The Choristers (ages 8 to 18) meet on Fridays starting September 18 from 5:30
to 6:30 and have pizza following. The Choristers join the Grace Church Choir
approximately twice per month to sing for Sunday services.

Of special interest – the Choir and Choristers have a trip planned to England next
summer, where they will sing at Bath, Bristol, and Gloucester Cathedrals!

mailto:rectorsearch@gracepvd.org


If you’re interested in one of these groups for your
child, please contact Vince Edwards:
vedwards@gracepvd.org.

Grace Walks to Support Parkinson's Research -
Next Saturday!

In honor of Grace Church's former Rector, Rev. Jonathan Huyck, you are invited to
join our team for this year's Optimism Walk & 5K Fun Run for Parkinson's. Enjoy
raffles, live music, a catered lunch, and more at this FREE event!

Vestry member Ed Morgan will lead the Grace Church team, and each participant on
our Walk team will receive a free logo'd Grace t-shirt! For more information, click the
QR code on the flyer below, or see Ed at church on Sunday or in your parish directory.
(You also can email the parish office at admin@gracepvd.org and we can relay a
message to Ed.)

mailto:vedwards@gracepvd.org
mailto:admin@gracepvd.org


Cemetery Spruce-Up on
October 3!

Please join us on Saturday, October 3, from 9am to
noon for a bit of light landscaping in the Grace Church
Cemetery. The Cemetery has become an important
service ministry for Grace, providing an increasingly-
beautified 9-acre green space in the heart of a dense

urban cityscape.  
 
October 3 also is the date for the Fall “Care for The Square” event in Trinity Square, which
always sees scores of volunteers from the neighborhood, area schools and other churches



who come out to work - principally on our Cemetery. As such, it is important that Grace has
a strong turn-out. But mostly, it is a very rewarding experience.
 
Senior Warden Joel Goloskie will lead a short guided tour, including the stately gravestone
of Bishop John Henshaw, who served as rector of Grace Church and led the construction of
the beautiful church building we enjoy to this day - all while serving as the Episcopal bishop

of Rhode Island. This year, repeat participants will note how nicely the 19th Century
Caretaker’s Cottage has been renovated. And the Salvation Army across the street provides
lunch – so there’s free food!
 
The Cemetery is located at 10 Elmwood Avenue, just a few minutes’ drive from Grace
Church. See you there.

Choral Evensong October 4



Parishioner in the News
Grace member Pam Baker, who recently was recognized by the Episcopal Diocese of
Rhode Island for her faithful service to Grace Church, is now famous in her town of
Pawtucket!

Pam's recognition came to the attention of the City of Pawtucket, who posted about her
award in their Community Spotlight on both Facebook and Instagram. Congrats, Pam!

https://www.facebook.com/City.of.Pawtucket
https://www.instagram.com/p/DdWpEzAuRlQ/


Staff Schedule - and a Warning!
Staff Schedule
Our Interim Rector, Rev. Tim Safford, will be away without access to voicemail or
email from Monday, September 14 through Sunday, September 20.

If you have an urgent pastoral matter, please contact the parish office (401-331-3225)
during work hours (8am-4pm, Monday to Friday) for assistance.

Warning!
In other news, we've seen an increase in the number of spam emails that supposedly
are coming from Grace staff members, including our Interim Rector Tim Safford.
There's nothing we can do to prevent them coming to you, so we encourage you to
exercise caution if you get a message asking you to "be discreet" or "call me for more
information," or if the message just sounds a little bit "off." Better to ask than to risk an
encounter with a scammer!

Shawl Ministry at Grace



Shawl Ministry is currently making hats and
scarves for mariners at the Seamen's Church
Institute, the largest and most comprehensive
seafarer and mariner service agency in North
America. These hats and scarves are given to
both international seafarers and U.S.
Mariners. Knitters and crocheters are invited to
join us at Shawl Ministry each Wednesday at
10am in the Pavilion. All are invited!

Questions? Please contact Jane Ditmars at shawls@gracepvd.org.

Worship with Us!
Seventeenth Sunday of Pentecost

September 20, 2026
Most Sunday mornings, Grace Church live-streams our 10am service of Holy
Eucharist on YouTube. We hope this experience allows those who are not able to join
us in person on Sundays to participate in our worship life at Grace.

Live-streamed Worship: Our Sunday services are live-streamed on the Grace Church
YouTube Channel. If you can't join us Sunday morning, visit our YouTube channel and
watch/share at your convenience. (Note that if the recording isn't in the "Live" listing,
you may find it in the "Videos" tab.)

Click the window above to view our live-streamed service.

Click Here to See the Bulletin for This Sunday's Service

mailto:shawls@gracepvd.org
https://www.youtube.com/@GraceChurchinProvidence/featured
https://www.youtube.com/@GraceChurchinProvidence/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@GraceChurchinProvidence/videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eZUgEcoxKy8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eZUgEcoxKy8
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Collect for This Sunday: Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things,
but to love things heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among things that
are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

Readings: For the texts of the readings for Sunday worship, please click here.﻿

More About the Episcopal Church: Click here for the latest from the Episcopal
News Service. Click here for current news from the Episcopal Diocese of Rhode
Island.

Regardless of how you choose to participate in our worship life together,
ALL ARE WELCOME at Grace Church!

Find Sunday's Readings Find Recent Services

Planning a Special Event?
Rent The Pavilion at Grace!

Connect with Grace Anytime!

                     

The Mission of Grace Church is to build, by the grace of God,
a loving and joyful community which lives the Gospel through worship,
proclamation and service to each other, to downtown Providence, and

beyond.
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